
 

RI Day of Portugal Veteran’s Memorial 
Design Competition 
Submission deadline:  July 23, 2021 
Selection announcement date:  August 6, 2021 
 

The mission of this memorial is to honor the fallen men and women of the Portuguese Community in Rhode 
Island and the significance it has on our lives.  The memorial will be located at the RI Veteran’s Cemetery in Exeter. 

The design:  In this competition we ask you to design a memorial with architectural structure to honor the fallen 
Portuguese and Luso-American men and women who paid the ultimate price—their sacrifice for our freedom.  
Memorials are critical symbols in shaping the values and identity of society, and this is one to represent the past 
and future fallen men and women for all generations. 

You are asked to design this memorial as a simple and timeless design to show of respect, honor. The art piece 
should be easy to maintain, and it must reflect a consensus of the lasting significance. 

Organization: 
History of Day of Portugal in Rhode Island 
The first Day of Portugal in Rhode Island was proclaimed in 1958 by RI Governor Dennis J. Roberts in testimony of 
the importance of Portugal and its discoveries.  The proclamation states that on the occasion of the anchoring of 
two Portuguese frigates, the Nuno Tristão and the Diogo Gomes in the port of Providence,” Governor Dennis J. 
Roberts proclaimed the 14th day of June of 1958 as the First Day of Portugal.” Their arrival was one of many in a 
series of events in celebration of the Day of Portugal that year proposed by then Rep. Augusto W. São Bento, 
member of the organizing organization. Its mission is to celebrate the holiday, Dia de Portugal, de Camões e das 
Comunidades Portuguesas (Day of Portugal, Camões and the Portuguese Communities), in the State of Rhode 
Island, to preserve the traditions of the Portuguese culture for future generations, and to promote the 
contribution of the Portuguese people, language, and culture to the rich fabric of the State of Rhode Island. 

Criteria: 

• The memorial will be constructed in New England Granite and be resistant to outdoor conditions. 
• The memorial should function as a clear Portuguese symbol. The design should study and consider the 

inclusion of the Portuguese Armillary as a feature added in copper.  
• The memorial will include all six the branches of military seals (United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 

Air Force, Coast Guard, and Space Force) 
• Any landscape features associated with the memorial should include New England native grasses, which 

require minimal maintenance. 
• The minimum size for a monument is 4' high and 3' wide. The maximum size is 8' high and 6' wide. 
• Design, including paving, mulch, and edging must consist of natural materials, and must be within a 

mulched and edged area. 
• Can be an obelisk or small wall within specifications 

Eligibility: 

• This competition is open to Portuguese and Luso-American architect designers working in groups or 
individually. 

Submission: 

• Submission deadline: July 30, 2021 
• Required elements for submission: 

o 500-word text outlining the concept of the proposal 
o One rendered plan and image showing the design of the memorial 

• Send design to veteransmemorial2021@ridayofportugal.org  

Jury: 

• A jury will then be composed of five to nine 9 elements 

Q&A: please email veteransmemorial2021@ridayofportugal.org with any questions. 
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